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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 

Lent is upon us and so….  

I have some treasures to share with you – Treasures of Lent! Yes, 
there are Lenten Treasures, at least 3 in fact.  

The first treasure of Lent is time. The 40 days of Lent are a gift. Time 
to reflect. Time to fast and pray. Time to remember. What we do with 
this time is our gift back to God and to the world. If we spend the time 
wisely we bring the “kingdom of God” closer to others. If we waste the 
time then we profit no-one. 

The second treasure of Lent is the desert. ‘The desert?’ you may ask, 
probably with a shake of the head. Yes, the desert – the dry old wadis 
and streambeds of our hearts. The parching heat of the day and the 
intense chill of the night. Alone with the beasts – the dry rasp and 
skitter of the scorpions and snakes, the prowl of the wolves. Not a 
soul for miles. Alone. And then the questions and the doubts come. 
Sleep is haunted with stark dreams, strange voices. What can be a 
treasure in this? If you’ve never been alone with yourself, with no-one 
on whom to rely, with nowhere to turn, you may have denied yourself 
the opportunity to discover the real ‘you’, to find strength in weakness 

mailto:tanya.short65@gmail.com
mailto:sbpearson@gmail.com
https://lpmc.uk/Shadwell/index.php


2
and vulnerability, courage in face of danger and opposition, and the 
knowledge of what’s really important in living. The desert is not the 
enemy. We are. That’s what the desert is all about. Self-awareness 
and God awareness. 

Our final treasure of Lent is prayer and reflection. I know that’s two 
things, but they are all part of a whole. Prayer brings us closer to 
ourselves and to God. Real prayer, that is. Not the kind of “quickie” 
toss-away moments of which most of us are aware and practice, but 
the actual “sitting with” – listening more than speaking. Prayer brings 
us closer to the heart of God and God’s will for us. His design and 
His plan. Reflection is a most neglected art. It is the one that 
requires that we study, read, listen to, digest, and apply the 
scriptures, the Word of God. Reflection is not for the meek. It is real 
work but, as with any work, it brings the reward of the labour. One 
cannot come away from reflection on the Word without a profound 
sense of awe. Without being nourished and strengthened. Without 
being challenged and invigorated. Taste and see. 

Treasures in Lent. Treasures of Lent. Go – make use of the time. 
Go – into the desert. Go – communicate with your Creator. You will 
be storing up treasures in heaven and producing good fruit here on 
earth. 

May you experience the true treasures and blessings of Lent this 
year.  

In love and peace. 

Tanya 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
This prayer appears in the magazines of our three covenanting 
churches, St Andrew’s, St Edmund’s and Lidgett Park. 

The Prayer for Change this month is taken from ‘Lent, 40 Days of 
Devotions to Easter' and it written by David Cole. 

Lord Jesus Christ 
As I contemplate over the Lent period the sacrifices you made of 
the cross, 
Give me the strength of heart to be willing to give up whatever 
you desire of me, 
Be that simple things for a short time, or the whole of my life as I 
know it, 
Knowing that you are with me always. 
Amen  

WORSHIP IN MARCH 

Lidgett Park (also on zoom): 
  5 March  08.00 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
  10.30 Mr Andy Birkett 
  16.00 Circuit Service  Cross Gates MC 
12  March 08.00 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
  10.30 Revd Tanya Short 
19  March 08.00 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
  10.30 Ms Mary Patchett 
26  March 08.00 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
  10.30 Mrs Susan Howdle 
  18.30 Ecumenical   St Andrew’s URC 
Shadwell: 
  5  March   9.30 Revd Norma Davey 
  16.00 Circuit Service  Cross Gates MC 
  
12  March   9.30  Dr Richard Vautrey 
19  March   9.30 Revd Tanya Short  Cafe Service   
26  March   9.30 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion   
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2023 is Friday March 3rd - a service 
for everyone! 
The theme is ‘I have heard about your faith’. 
There will be services as follows: 
10:30 am:  Lidgett Park Methodist Church, Lidgett Place, LS8 

1HG 
1:00 pm:    St. Georges Church of England, Great George St. 

LS1 3BR 
2:30 pm:    Shadwell Methodist Church, 102 Main Street, 

Shadwell. LS17 8HN 
6:00 pm:    Trinity United Church, 6 Banstead Terrace, LS8 5PX 
www.wwdp.org.uk 
The service for this year has been prepared by the women of 
Taiwan. The services are for ALL so men you will be very welcome. 

“S.S.”  -  FUN QUIZ (answers on page 15) 

All the answers have two words  -  both beginning with “S”. 

1.  Week-end away perhaps  
2.  Bright light  
3.  Rock hard material  
4.  Union man    
5.  Where your shopping is     
6.  The “norm”       
7.  Useful for right angles      
8.  Special server       
9.  A senior man in non-infantry company   
10. Persuasive flattery       
11. Avoid        
12. Chafed by too much riding     
13. Motion pictures      
14. Drink frother!      
15. Good or happy result     

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wwdp.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C60be5fa755b94e2e132b08dafccde8d3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638100258554730586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CQtYMsDWE%2FtVrmsXnTmyZuaY0DYmCas2stB2jjBezFo%3D&reserved=0
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THANK YOU

Dorothy Carr thanks all who sent good wishes for her 90th 
birthday. £130 was sent to Cancer Research.
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Teddy Praise

Join us with your under 5’s in 
sharing songs and active stories 

about Jesus in the church at 
Lidgett Park.

All are welcome, for fun and 
laughter with a simple activity to 

take home. 
Bring your teddy along too!

Thursdays 11.30am for 15 minutes 
on:

March 2nd, April 20th, May 18th, 
June 15th, July 13th
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Lent Communion at 8AM
‘ The Things He Carried’

Join us as we explore Stephen Cottrell’s 
mediations for Lent. A time to stimulate thought 
and create space for contemplation with a Lent 

Communion, followed by breakfast, at 8am each 
Sunday of Lent in the Chancel at LPMC

First Sunday of Lent 26.2.23 – The cross
Second Sunday of Lent 5.3.23 – A crown of 

thorns
Third Sunday of Lent 12.3.23 – A seamless robe
Fourth Sunday of Lent 19.3.23 – His followers’ 

disappointments
Fifth Sunday of Lent 26.3.23 – The hopes of 

God
Sixth Sunday of Lent (Palm Sunday) 10.4.22 - 

The sins of the world
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BOOK REVIEW 
A Kestrel for a Knave  by Barry Hines 
 
Many of us will have memories of reading this book first 
published in1968 or watching the following film version "Kes"  
This book was chosen by my Book Group as a short read in the 
busy month of December. 
 
The author Barry Hines was born in the mining village of 
Hoyland near Barnsley and his knowledge of the local flora and 
fauna of the area comes through clearly in the character of Billy 
Casper. 
 
Billy had been dealt a low card.  His father long gone, his mother 
more interested in her brief amorous affairs than caring for him 
and an older brother who bullied him and beat him up.  Not 
surprisingly he was deemed a failure at school.  Yet he had a 
deep interest in the nature surrounding his mining village and it 
was in his wanderings that he noticed a kestrel's nest high up in 
a castle wall. 
 
Although having reading difficulties he went to his local book 
shop, searched and found "A Falconers Handbook" but having 
no money it was easily slipped into his pocket during a busy 
time. He struggled to read and learn all he needed to know 
about falconry. 
 
The story continues how he smartened up his garden shed, 
prepared a shelf, climbed a castle wall, grabbed a young kestrel 
and brought it home.  His whole life became centred on the care 
of Kes the kestrel and the bond that developed between them.  
In stages he taught her how to fly and return to his gloved hand.  
One of Billy's kind teachers saw his potential and took an 
interest in Kes and her development.  Sadly, another teacher 
used his position to bully him, but Billy's grit and determination 
overcame all obstacles. 
 
Barry Hines thought of various endings for his novel, one being 
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that the positive teacher found him a placement at a zoo where he 
lived and worked close to the animals.  Sadly, he chose an 
unhappy ending where Billy's brother in a fit of rage because Billy 
had stolen his gambling money broke into the shed and killed Kes. 
 
The novel leaves one with the feeling of what the future would hold 
for Billy and if he would find a way of avoiding the inevitable job 
down the coal mine. 
 
Barbara Holmes 

SELF RESPECT 

Some years ago I met Grace when I visited an old peoples’ home 
and chatted with the residents. Grace was 103 years of age, a 
devout Christian. I asked Grace the secret of long life and she 
said, ‘Self-knowledge, self-control and self-respect.’ 

More recently I met Jock aged somewhere in the evening of his 
life, a typical Glaswegian, warm hearted, unaffected by status 
symbols and with a sense of humour. I asked what had brought 
him to England. 
  
He confided that he had been an addict, unable to control his 
addiction. He despised himself for the way he had treated his wife 
and daughters and would slash his wrists. His wife could take no 
more and had divorced him. 

With help he had escaped his addiction. His daughters had got 
him to move south where they now lived, so that they could look 
after him. He had become a Samaritan, a listening voice to any 
who called, but not addicts because of the risk to him of further 
addiction. 

For those who open the door of their heart to Jesus, they receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit and ‘the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
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peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control.’ (Galatians 5:22-23)(NIV). 

On the east side of Trafalgar Square in London is the church of St 
Martin-in-the-Fields. Martin, a Roman soldier, arriving at the gate of 
Amiens in France saw a beggar and he cut his cloak in half and 
gave one half to the beggar. That night Martin dreamed of Jesus 
wearing the part of the cloak he had given to the beggar. He went 
on to become the Bishop of Tours. 

For tourists unfamiliar with St Martin-in-the-Fields, it would come as 
a surprise to find sitting in the pews the homeless, many seemingly 
asleep. Some years ago on the way out of the church I said to an 
elderly lady, sitting behind a table selling postcards, that people 
were sleeping in the pews. ‘Who are we’, she replied, ‘to know 
whether they are asleep or in prayer’. St Martin-in-the-Fields makes 
a powerful Christian statement in the heart of London. 

It is a reality that we all fall short of the perfection of Christ. We do 
well to note carefully the words used in church to confess our sins 
to God. I find the lines sobering. Who can say that their slate is 
clean? It may be that only God and we in our self-knowledge know 
our sins. It may be that with hindsight, with wisdom or in other 
circumstances we would have acted differently and should not let it 
be a burden. But what we can do is to take it to the Lord in prayer, 
truly sorry and repenting of all our sins, committed to a change for 
the better. And our sins are forgiven. 

The hymn ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ by Joseph Medlicott 
Scriven, to the tune ‘What a Friend’, is a hymn that gives great 
comfort. 

Our slate can be wiped clean. We can have self-respect. With the 
Holy Spirit to guide us we can be happy in Jesus. 
Beloved, for you too, there can be self-knowledge, self-control and 
self-respect. 

Tom Alexander 
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ST. PATRICK 

One of the few saints’ days that everyone knows is 17 March, St 
Patrick’s day, very much seized upon now as an opportunity for 
celebrating Irishness. He is known as the Apostle of Ireland and 
is, of course, one of Ireland’s patron saints, along with Brigit of 
Kildare and Columba. This recognition of him as the patron saint 
of Ireland can be traced back as early as the seventh century; the 
familiar association of him with Irish national identity is a much 
later development, springing out of the political experience of 
Ireland in more recent centuries. 

We do not know Patrick’s precise dates and there are 
uncertainties about various events and locations associated with 
him. But there are two Latin works generally accepted as being 
by him, the Confessio (or Declaration) and the Epistola (Letter) 
which give us some information about his life. All other accounts 
come from later centuries, often much later, and embody legends 
and stories that develop St Patrick’s image, although some of the 
earliest may preserve a few details from oral tradition. Indeed, 
one of the most famous stories of  all — his use of the shamrock 
to illustrate the Trinity —  is only recorded in writing for the first 
time in the eighteenth century, although there are coins from the 
1680s which show him holding a shamrock, as he often appears 
in art today, so the tradition clearly predates the written text. And 
what about his banishing of snakes from Ireland, for which he is 
also famous? In fact, as was already noted in classical times, 
Ireland never had any. The story was first recorded by Gerald of 
Wales in the thirteenth century, but even he, ready as he often 
was to accept good stories, expressed scepticism about it.  

Undoubtedly, though, the Patrick behind the legends was a 
remarkable man. He was born in Roman or sub-Roman Britain to 
a reasonably well-do-do Romanised family and was given the 
Latin name Patricius. His father was a city decurion (senator and 
tax-collector) and a deacon in the Christian church. But in the 
troubled conditions of the time, Patrick was captured from his 
home by Irish pirates when he was sixteen and lived in Ireland as 
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a slave for six years before escaping and returning to his family. 
These years had been crucial in the development of his faith, and 
so, following his escape, he went to Gaul to study, chiefly but not 
exclusively in Auxerre, where the great and saintly Bishop 
Germanus ordained him.  

Responding to a vision, Patrick then returned to Ireland as a 
missionary, where he later became a bishop and trained several 
priests. He claims in his Confessio to have converted thousands, 
and it is clear that his converts included a number of wealthy 
women, who became nuns in the face of family opposition. 
Despite these successes, Patrick, as a foreigner and missionary 
of a new faith which often upset the established cultural norms, 
was often challenged, beaten, robbed, and at least on one 
occasion imprisoned in chains.  

The uncertainty about details of Patrick’s life extend to the date of 
his death, some arguing for c. 460, and others for c. 493. What 
we do know is that the relics of Patrick were laid in a shrine by St 
Colum Cille (Columba) in 553, and that a note was later added 
(we don’t know when or by whom) stating that this was sixty 
years after Patrick’s death. He is said to be buried in Down 
Cathedral in Downpatrick, now in Northern Ireland. 

Joyce Hill

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 

Friday 17th March.   We are having another OPEN meeting and 
this time the Speaker will be our own Jennifer Dalton.  The title of 
her talk is 'Does he take sugar' and Jennifer will bring us up-to-
date with the changes in attitude toward the disabled. Usual time 
of 10.30 am, refreshments provided and a fee of £3. Everyone 
welcome. 
 
Lynne and Anne
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PROJECT NEWS 

Once again, many thanks to everyone for your support. 
The February Coffee Morning raised £252 and the Sunday lunch 
£400, making a super total of £652 in a week! 

Future dates are as follows: 

Sunday March 19th - Amy from Zarach will speak at our morning 
service (which is Mothering Sunday) and tell us how the money 
we have raised so far has been used together with other news 
from Zarach. 

Friday May 19th - is the concert by the band and choir of the 
Castleford Young Musicians. 

Open Gardens - More details to follow but we are planning one 
each in June, July and August with seasonal refreshments. 

Finally, at the March Coffee Morning the project group will be 
offering bacon butties! 

Our thanks again, 
Margaret Farrar 
On behalf of the Project Group. 

SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH 

In February we held our Café on the theme of 
Valentine’s Day.  As it was  half-term toys were 
provided, and the 
children - lots of them 
- were encouraged to 

make Valentine cards. The event was 
run to raise support for the DEC 
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appeal for victims of the recent earthquake in Turkey and Syria, and 
our generous customers helped raise £445 so far. Amazing, thank you 
all! 

The Messy Church event on the 15th was 
too late to be reported in this edition, but 
please note that we hope these to be a 
regular event in school holidays. Much 
appreciated by those who come to join in. 

Next month our morning cafes will be on the 14th and 25th of March – 
no particular themes this time, sorry, but the food will be as good as 
usual! On 3rd of March we are holding a World Day of Prayer service 
at 2.30pm. This service, which started as the Women’s World Day of 
prayer, is written each year by women from a different country, this 
year Taiwan, to highlight their particular situation. The idea is that the 
same service is used worldwide, covering several time slots. This 
means that at any moment in the 24 hours, somewhere in the world 
the same prayers and concerns are being shared, symbolising the 
unity of Christian concern worldwide. Do come along and be part of 
this. 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. Short Stay 
2. Shining Star 
3. Solid Steel 
4. Shop Steward 
5. Supermarket Shelf 
6. Standard Size 
7. Set Square 

8. Silver Salver 
9. Staff Sergeant 
10. Soft Soap 
11. Side Step 
12. Saddle Sore 
13. Silver Screen 
14. Swizzle Stick 
15. Success Story
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

The following is reproduced with the permission of the BBC. 

The week began with the shocking news that a terrible earthquake 
had torn through southern Turkey and northern Syria. Another one 
followed in its wake. Thousands of people have been killed or 
injured. These earthquakes have happened in already traumatised 
and tremoring lands, still shaking from war and the resulting refugee 
crisis. World leaders have rightly pledged to send support.  

Watching the images of the earthquakes from the safety of my 
home, I alternated between imagining how horrendous this 
experience must be to wanting to turn away, to retreat. As I did so, I 
was reminded of something I learnt from one of my coaching clients 
who specialises in managing national disasters through natural 
crises or war and terrorism. He told me that humans can live with 
the facts of natural and other disasters because, generally, we just 
don’t believe they will happen to us. On one hand, building a mental 
retreat like this is a healthy coping mechanism, enabling us free 
ourselves from terror or emotional paralysis. On the other, this might 
allow us to excuse ourselves from sustaining the empathy that is 
needed to respond to distant catastrophes.  

We’ve been building such escape caves for millennia.  

The Torah tells the story of the Prophet Elijah who retreats to a cave 
when he feels under threat, but God challenges him - “Why are you 
there? Get out!” So, Elijah stands outside and experiences the 
extremes - first of a tornado, then of an earthquake and the 
accompanying avalanches and fires. Cataclysmic sights and 
sounds.  

In the aftermath of an earthquake, every so often, the rescuers 
stand in complete silence and just listen. They’re trying to hear any 
sound, any voice, any indication of life that may have been 
obscured by the noise of moving rubble. Elijah also experienced 
quiet and silence after the earthquake. But that wasn’t enough – the 
most important thing was what happened next. Elijah was 
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commanded to act – not just to listen or to hide in his cave. The 
quiet voice of God asked him, "So Elijah, what are you going to do 
now?"  

I find that story helpful when faced with terrible events such as this 
earthquake, particularly when - Iike most of us - I can experience 
so much noise and pressure in my own life. Perhaps those words 
to Elijah can serve as an encouragement to move out of the safety 
of our caves, so we can imagine ourselves standing alongside 
those rescuers, listening intently. Can we allow ourselves to hear 
even a small, still voice calling to us – “what are you going to do 
now”? 

Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner - 07/02/2023 

LIDGETT PARK TODDLER GROUP
 
Lidgett Park Toddler Group meet every Thursday morning from 10 
till 11.30 pm during term time. We are a small friendly group of 
mums, dads, grandparents, carers, babies and toddlers.
 
We are looking for one or two volunteers to make and serve, 
drinks and snacks during the sessions. You would only be needed 
every 4 to 5 weeks. If you think that this is something you could 
do or would like any more information, then please do get in touch 
with me.
 Thanks,
Jan Sanders janetsanders2014@outlook.com 

mailto:janetsanders2014@outlook.com
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